Vaishanav Ke? 


The importance of association with devotees for steady progress in the practice of 
bhakti-yoga may be easily underestimated. Devotees are trained to practise 
devotional service individually and to be self-sufficient in many aspects of spiritual 
life. A neophyte devotee, or someone who is bewildered by false pride, may easily 
take association of devotees cheaply. Due to having an untrained mind, an aspiring 
devotee may not realize that association with devotees is an essential aspect of 
Kåñëa consciousness that should not be neglected if one wants to be a pure devotee 
of the Lord. Just as a sea-going vessel requires some reference points, either radio 
transmission, stars, the sun etc., in order to chart its course across the ocean, 
similarly a devotee needs the association of devotees of Lord Kaféa in order to cross 
over the ocean of repeated birth and death to achieve pure love of Godhead. Créla 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada confirms the importance of association of the 
devotees as he explains in the following words his purpose in establishing the Kanéa 
Consciousness society: 

“A devotee sees all living entities with spiritual vision and does not discriminate on 
the platform of the bodily concept of life. Such qualities develop only in the 
association of devotees. Without the association of devotees, one cannot advance in 
Kafiéa consciousness. Therefore, we have established the International Society for 
Kåñëa Consciousness. Factually, whoever lives in this Society automatically 
develops Kafiéa consciousness. Devotees are dear to the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, and the Supreme Personality of Godhead is only dear to devotees. On this 
platform only can one make progress in Kafiéa consciousness.” (SB 4.12.37, Purport) 
To live and practise devotional service requires a humble state of mind. A devotee is 
compelled to surrender in different ways while serving in the association of devotees 
In his mind, a person may consider that he is a pure devotee, theoretically 
considering himself to be fully surrendered, but his humility and tolerance are put to 
the test when directly rendering service in the association of devotees. Although this 
may sometimes cause a Strain on the false ego, it can actually be beneficial for the 
advancing devotee. Eventually when he surrenders he will become fixed or steady in 
devotional service in various circumstances. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu gave His 
instruction for devotees' attitude in the third verse of the Ciknandaka, which he 
advised all devotees to keep in their hearts at all times. 

“One should chant the holy name of the Lord in a humble state of mind, thinking 
oneself lower than the straw in the street; one should be more tolerant than a tree, 
devoid of all sense of false prestige, and ready to offer all respect to others. In such 
a state of mind one can chant the holy name of the Lord constantly.” (Ciknandaka 
Vs. 3) 

A devotee once asked Créla A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada the 
question, “How can a devotee be humble” to which he replied, “By being 
humble!”, 

If a devotee fails to be humble, then according to Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu's 
statement in verse 3 of the Ciknandaka prayers how will it be possible for him to 
constantly chant the holy names of the Lord? Therefore, devotional service is known 
to be difficult for persons with an inflated false ego, or an uncontrolled mind. Even 
great and austere yogés find devotional service difficult to perform if they have not 
conquered their false ego Due to material illusion one can easily mistake pure 
devotional service for something material and material energy for pure devotional 
service if one doesn't know the science of devotional service. Devotional service can 
only be understood from a devotee: only a devotee can know Lord Kåñëa. To be 
assured of success in devotional service, the Vedic literatures recommend: 
mahajana yena gataé sa panthda, that one should follow the footsteps of the great 


devotional authorities or mahajanas. Créla A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
specifically told the devotees of the Kafiéa Consciousness Society he founded that 
they should follow in the footsteps of Dhruva Maharaja, who followed in the 
footsteps of the twelve mahajanas, who desired to always remain in the association 
of devotees. However, the principle of always serving Lord Kaféa in the association 
of devotees is universal. 

“The significant point in Dhruva Maharaja's statement is that he wanted the 
association of pure devotees. Transcendental devotional service cannot be complete 
and cannot be relishable without the association of devotees. We have therefore 
established the International Society for Kariéa Consciousness. Anyone who is trying 
to be aloof from this Kafiéa Consciousness Society and yet engage in Kafiéa 
consciousness Is living in a great hallucination, for this is not possible. From this 
statement of Dhruva Maharaja it is clear that unless one is associated with devotees, 
his devotional service does not mature; it does not become distinct from material 
activities. The Lord says, satäà prasaigan mama vérya-saavido bhavanti hat-karéa- 
rasayandau kathau (SB 3.25.25). Only in the association of pure devotees can the 
words of Lord Kafiéa be fully potent and relishable to the heart and ear. Dhruva 
Maharaja explicitly wanted the association of devotees. That association in 
devotional activities is just like the waves of an incessantly flowing river. In our 
Kafiéa Consciousness Society we have full engagement twenty-four hours a day. 
Every moment of our time is always busily engaged in the service of the Lord. This is 
called the incessant flow of devotional service.” (SB 4.9.11) 

Within the society of devotees one may hanker for more recognition, or a higher 
position and become implicated in offenses to other devotees and material desires. 
How these desires may pollute the heart, even within the society of devotees, and 
what the proper humble attitude of the devotee should be, are explained in the 
following quote: 

A devotee on the topmost platform of devotional service thinks that he is not 
rendering any devotional service. He thinks that he is poor in devotional service and 
that his body is material. On the other hand, those known as the sahajiyas foolishly 
think that their material bodies are transcendental. Because of this, they are always 
bereft of the association of pure devotees, and thus they cannot behave like 
Vainéavas. Observing the defects of the sahajiyas, Créla Bhaktivinoda Ohakura has 
sung as follows in his book Kalyaéa-kalpataru: 

ami ta Vainéavaei buddhi ha-ile 

emani na haba ami 

pratisthasa asi hrdaya dusibe 

ha-ibe niraya-gamé 

nije srestha jané' ucchistadi-dane 

habe abhimana bhära 

tai sisya tava, thakiya sarvada, 

nä la-ibe puja kara 

“If I think | am a Vainéava, | shall look forward to receiving respect from others. And 
if the desire for fame and reputation pollutes my heart, certainly | shall go to hell. By 
giving others the remnants of my food, | shall consider myself superior and shall be 
burdened with the weight of false pride. Therefore, always remaining your 
surrendered disciple, | shall not accept worship from anyone else.” Créla Kåñëadäsa 
Kaviraja Gosvami has written: 

premera svabhava—yahan premera sambandha 

sei mane,—krsne mora nahi preme-gandha' 

“Wherever there is a relationship of love of Godhead, its natural symptom is that the 
devotee does not think himself a devotee. Instead he always thinks that he has not 
even a drop of love for Kafiéa.” (Cc. Antya 20.28) 


Pride is the first symptom of spiritual falldown. When a devotee becomes proud, he 
ceases to fear the material energy and imagines himself advanced in devotional 
service. Thus he considers himself sufficiently advanced to become independent 
from the order of the spiritual master and the association of the devotees. This puts 
him firmly under maya’s control and he is then fallen from the path of pure 
devotional service. A devotee should fear being falsely proud; should fear the 
contamination of the material illusion. Kaféa conscious fear is the safeguard which 
protects the devotee from many pitfalls on the path of pure devotional service. Pride 
causes the devotee to be careless and vulnerable. 


